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Then & Now

The Royal Sussex Regiment was a line infantry regiment of the British Army

that was in existence from 1881 to 1966. The regiment saw service in the

Second Boer War, and both World War I and World War II.



Greater love hath no man than this, that a

man lay down his life for his friends

John 15:13

THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE

MEMORY OF ALL THOSE WHO HAVE

MADE THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE IN

PURSUIT OF PEACE AND FREEDOM.



Following a successful bid, the Heritage Lottery Fund awarded Bognor Regis Town Council funds to

deliver a project called “Then & Now” to commemorate the World War One Battle of Boars Head.

On the 30th June 1916 in less than 5 hours, 17 officers and 349 men of the Royal Sussex Regiment were

killed with another 1100 wounded or missing. Eleven of those men came from the Bognor Regis area.

Because of the large number of losses and casualties sustained from the participating battalions, the

11th, 12th and 13th, the Battle of Boars Head is now referred to as “The Day Sussex Died”. 

The aim of the project was to honour those 11 brave local men and to try and find out as much as

possible by creating a picture of who they were, what they did and how that day affected their families

along with the impact it had on the Town.  

Working with local historians, children from two local schools, St Mary’s Roman Catholic Primary School

and Arundel Church of England Primary School, researched each of the 11 men and put together a

collage of work which was displayed at the Town Hall and then at the local library. Historic England

also offered further funding and assisted with the educational element and coordination. 

Attempts were made to try and find any living relatives of the 11 Bognor men.  Relatives of Lance

Corporal Lucas of the 12th Battalion and Lance Corporal Paige of the 13th Battalion got in touch and

shared the information they had. Some of the family members undertook further research at the

Chichester Records Office with the assistance of the local historians. 

On the 100th anniversary, 30th June 2016, two separate commemorative services took place to mark

the occasion. 

The first took place at the Bognor Regis Memorial Hospital where the WW1 Roll of Honour is housed. The

service was presided over by Rev Graham Reeves, the hospital Chaplain and attended by the Town

Mayor, Cllr. P Dillon; the Deputy Lord Lieutenant, Mr Roger Turner; and a representative for the Royal

Sussex Regiment, Mr Nigel Taggart and all laid commemorative wreaths. Other Town Councillors, the

Friends of Bognor Hospital and members of the public also took part.

The second service was held at the Bognor Regis Town Hall War Memorial. This was an opportunity for

the schoolchildren who had contributed to the project to take part and two representatives from each

school laid commemorative wreaths alongside the Town Mayor and Deputy Lord Lieutenant. The Rev

Tim Crooks held a small service and the remaining schoolchildren each laid a wooden cross.

This book has been produced as a tribute to all the brave men who fought during the World War One

conflict but especially those from the 11th, 12th and 13th Battalions of the Royal Sussex Regiment.

Sheila Green

Project Officer - Bognor Regis Town Council 2016
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Albert Edward Cutler
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Sergeant SD657 South Stoke, Sussex

Southdown’s Battalion, the Royal 

Sussex Regiment, 39th Division

Killed in Action on 30 June 1916.

Although this soldier was not a local
resident, he was well known in the town
as ‘a smart young Police Officer’ who
had served in Bognor for some
considerable time.  When War was
declared he enlisted at Bognor,
fighting and dying alongside many
local men.  His death was reported in
the Bognor Observer. Remembered
with Honour on Loos Memorial.
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Peter Fuller
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Private SD1331 The Nook, Felpham, Bognor

12th Battalion, the Royal Sussex

Regiment, 39th Division

Killed in Action on 30 June 1916

Aged 26

Buried in the Cabaret-Rouge British

Cemetery, France

One of seven children born to farm
labourer George and his wife, Charity,
Peter was born in Sea Lane, Ferring. At
this time Peter’s father was employed as
a shepherd. Peter volunteered at
Bognor into 12th Battalion, Royal Sussex
Regiment and was reported as missing
on 30 June 1916.  The next six months
must have been the worst his parents
had experienced, as they did not know
whether he was missing, dead or
possibly a prisoner of war.  It was not
until January 1917 that they received
notification he had been killed in
action on that day. 
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Francis JM Grisewood
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Second Lieutenant The Den, Bognor

11th Battalion, the Royal Sussex

Regiment, 39th Division

Killed in Action on 30 June 1916

Age 34

Commemorated on the Loos

Memorial, Pas de Calais, France

The second of Lieutenant Colonel
Harman Grisewood’s three sons,
Second Lieutenant Francis Grisewood
had emigrated to Australia a few years
earlier, where he was a mining
engineer and owned a large ranch.
On the outbreak of war he returned to
England immediately and was
gazetted into 11th Battalion, the Royal
Sussex Regiment, becoming the
Adjutant and later the Field Works
Officer. In that fateful attack, Francis
was one of seventeen Officers killed in
action. He was buried where he fell.
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12th Battalion, the Royal Sussex Regiment,

39th Division. Dies of wounds on 1 July

1916 1916 Aged 23. Buried in the Merville

Communal Cemetery, France

Robert was born in Brighton, the eldest son
of Robert and Mary Lucas. His father was a
bricklayer and although some years older
than his wife, he became a widower.
Robert (junior) was their third child and the
eldest of three sons, who on leaving school
was a milk roundsman in Brighton. By 1914
he was living in the Bognor Area having
married a local girl, Lily Keates. When war
was declared, Robert enlisted in Bognor
into the Royal Sussex Regiment and rose to
the rank of Lance Corporal. Lily received a
letter from him which Robert has written a
week or two earlier, describing how he has
met up with his brother* ‘and the other
Bognor Boys’ one night:

‘They all seemed to be in good health and
spirits, but would like to be back in dear old
Bognor again’, he wrote.

Robert was destined never to see Bognor
again; in fact, although his wife did not
know it at the time of receiving the letter,
Robert was already dead, succumbing to
wounds received the previous day in that
horrendous battle.

*Fredrick George Lucas Born 1895 – survived 
Served in 2nd 7th & 9th Batallions

P A G E  1 3

Robert Henry Lucas
Lance Corporal SD1772  Laburnam Cottages, North Bersted, Bognor
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11th Battalion, the Royal Sussex

Regiment, 39th Division

Killed in Action on 30 June 1916

Aged 20

Buried in the St Vaast Post Military

Cemetery, Richebourg, France

The son of Sergeant and Mrs Sophia
May, George (junior) was born in India
where his father was serving as a
‘rough riding Sergeant’ with 18th
Hussars. The report of his death did not
reach Bognor until the following month.

“It is stated that Sergeant George May,
the some of the late Sergeant Major
May has been killed in the recent
fighting. He was in one of the
Southdown’s Battalions that lost heavily.
His father was well known in Bognor,
where he resided at Swansea House
and organized the Bognor Boys”
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George Edward May
Sergeant SD 769 Alverton, Linden Road, Bognor
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11th Battalion, the Royal Sussex

Regiment, 39th Division

Killen in Action on 30 June 1916

Aged 18

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial,

Pas de Calais, France

Brothers Arthur and William Mitchell
enlisted together and carried
consecutive Army numbers.  The sons of
Mr and Mrs Mitchell, they both served
with 11th Battalion the Royal Sussex
Regiment. Arthur was reported missing
on 30 June 1916. His brother, William,
said at the time that they were
together until that day, but then ‘by a
stroke of bad luck’ they were parted
before the attack began and Arthur
had not been heard of since. In July,
William sent a letter to the Bognor
Observer, announcing his belief that
Arthur had been killed a month before
his 19th birthday, but this was not
confirmed until 30 December 1916.
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Private SD819 Laburnam Cottages, North Bersted, Bognor

Arthur Thomas Mitchell
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13th Battalion, the Royal Sussex

Regiment, 39th Division

Killed in Action on 30 June 1916

Aged 28

Commemorated in the St Vaast Military

Cemetery, France

The son of Mr and Mrs Paige and the
husband of Alice, Alfred Paige enlisted
into 13th Battalion, Royal Sussex
Regiment. Alfred was initially reported
missing but his wife soon learned that
he had been killed ‘by a bayonet
wound to the heart’

A letter from his Captain stated:
‘He died while bravely attacking the
German trenches. He was a fine man
and on the way to promotion’.

It is believed that Fred as he was known
may have worked for a brick maker in
Chalcraft Lane before the war. 
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Lance-Corporal SD4233 2 Church Cottages, South Bersted, Bognor

Albert Frederick Paige
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13th Battalion, the Royal Sussex

Regiment, 39th Division

Killed in Action on 30 June 1916

Aged 34

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial,

Pas de Calais, France

Little has been gleaned from the
records regarding Lewis Prior. It appears
that before the war he was serving in
North Borneo as a Constabulary Officer,
returning in 1915 to enlist. Lewis was
then commissioned into 13th Battalion,
the Royal Sussex Regiment and
betrothed to Miss Mackenzie, of Sudley
Road, Bognor. In July 1916 his sister
received the following letter:

‘It is with great regret I have to tell you
your brother is missing and that there is
absolutely nothing known as to his fate.
When he attacked the enemy on 30
June it was rather dark and we
captured part of his trenches. The last
anybody saw of your brother, was just
after the capturing of the enemy first
line and he was then lost sight of in the
darkness and confusion and was never
seen again.  He was a most gallant
Officer and one whom we can ill spare’.
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Lewis Atkins Pryor
Second Lieutenant C/o Tresco, Sudley Road, Bognor
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13th Battalion, the Royal Sussex Regiment, 39th Division

Killed in Action on 30 June 1916 Aged 34

Buried in the St Vaast Military Cemetery, France

Henry Scott lived with his wife and two children and worked for
Messrs Reynolds & Co of the High Street. The only son of general
labourer William and his wife Eliza, of Belmont Street, Bognor, Henry
grew up in St John’s Street with his three sisters and enlisted at Bognor
in December 1914. Lance Corporal Scott soon made his mark,
being awarded the Military Medal for erecting wire entanglements
and cutting the German wire for a raid on the succeeding night; he
was engaged in this work with an Officer for nearly four hours at
great risk. As a result of the work the raid was successfully achieved
with the loss of only a few wounded and none killed.  Henry Scott
did not live to receive his Military Medal, which was forwarded to his
widow, or to hear of his promotion to Lance Corporal
Back in Bognor his widow received the following letter from Major
Roberts, of the Royal Sussex Regiment:

‘I have just seen that your husband has been killed in action. I am
sure you will forgive me writing to you but I must write to tell you how
grieved I was to hear of his death and also to tell you of the high
respect I had for his personal qualities as a soldier. It may interest
you to know that on three occasions your husband was in my
Platoon and on three occasions we went out on reconnaissance
together. He proved to be perfectly cool and absolutely without
fear and so was of the greatest assistance. I am also glad to hear
that his gallantry has been officially recognised, though it is bitter
luck to know that he did not receive his well merited award. On this
occasion your husband and I were again together and spent the
whole night cutting the enemy’s barbed wire and you can judge
the nature of the work when I mention that the enemy’s sentry
group were within twenty feet of us the whole time and we could
hear them coughing and talking. Only the long grass saved us from
being discovered. On the next night when we raided the enemy
your husband’s good spirits quite buoyed us all up and made us feel
confident in ourselves while the enemy’s trenches were entered and
I had the misfortune to be wounded.  I remember that Private Scott
helped n carrying me to our trenches again. It is for these reasons
that I have written to tell you how very sorry I am and to ask you to
accept my sincere sympathy in your loss’.
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Henry Charles Scott MM
Lance-Corporal SD3225  15 Steyne Street, Bognor
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13th Battalion, the Royal Sussex

Regiment, 39th Division

Killed in Action on 30 June 1916

Aged unknown

Buried in the Cabaret Rouge British

Cemetery, France

Albert Smith was born in Bognor and
enlisted in Chichester into 13th Battalion
the Royal Sussex Regiment. On 23 July
1916 he was reported as missing, but he
had in fact been injured and died of
his wounds received on 30 June 1916,
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Albert Smith
Private SD3015 Address unknown 
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13th Battalion, the Royal Sussex

Regiment, 39th Division

Killed in Action on 30 June 1916

Aged 28

Buried in the Cabaret Rouge British

Cemetery, France

The second son of Ephraim and Sarah
Walters of North Bersted, Herbert was
born in Pagham and lived in Felpham
with his wife, Emily Eliza Johnson
(formerly Walters), of 6, Wishfield
Terrace, Chichester Road, Bognor and
their young son, also Herbert.  A
bricklayer, Herbert was employed by
the Railway Company before
volunteering in 1914.
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Private SD3260 2 Limmer Lane, Felpham, Bognor

Herbert Edwin Thomas Walters
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B O G N O R  H O S P I T A L  S E R V I C E

R e m e m b r a n c e . . . R e m e m b r a n c e . . .

B O G N O R  T O W N  H A L L  S E R V I C E

Wreaths were laid by The Town Mayor Cllr. P. Dillon,

Deputy Lord Lieutenant Mr Roger Turner, Mr Nigel

Taggart Representative for Royal Sussex Regiment.

The Bognor and District

War Memorial Hospital

Roll of Honour for 1914-

1919 includes the villages

of South and North

Bersted, Aldwick,

Shripney, and Felpham.

There are 324 names

recorded on wooden

panels in gold lettering

with surnames and initials

preceded by rank.

Little bit of text to fill space would look lot better
30 odd words?

Little bit of text to fill
space would look lot
better
40 odd words?
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A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

Bognor Regis Town Council would like to thank the following people for their

help and time in bringing this project together:

Heritage Lottery Fund

Historic England 

Lois Gyves

St Marys RC Primary School Bognor Regis

Vicky Foster-Lewis and the Pupils Year 3

Arundel CofE Primary School

Victoria Willavise and the Pupils Year 6

Bognor Regis War Memorial Hospital

Sue Sjuve

Alistair Campbell

Rev. Graham Reeves

Friends of Bognor Hospital

West Sussex Record Office

Wendy Walker

Matthew Jones

Local Historians

Cliff Mewett

Sylvia Endacott

Rev. Tim Crooks

Bognor Regis Museum

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal

The relatives of Lance Corporal Robert Henry Lucas and

Lance Corporal Albert Fredrick Paige

The Royal Sussex Regiment Association

Battle for Boars Head
3 0 t h  J u n e  1 9 1 6

The Royal Sussex Regiment 
Circa 1915
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