
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
I hereby give you Notice that a Meeting of the Planning and Licensing Committee 
of the Bognor Regis Town Council will be held at The Town Hall, Clarence Road, 
Bognor Regis at 6.30pm on TUESDAY 19th FEBRUARY 2019. 
 
All Members of the Planning and Licensing Committee are HEREBY SUMMONED 
to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon the Business to be 
transacted, as set out hereunder. An opportunity will be afforded to Members of 
the Public to put Questions/Statements to the Committee during an 
adjournment shortly after the meeting has commenced. (NOTE: Members of the 
public will be asked to provide their names and addresses and are encouraged to 
put questions/statements in advance, in writing. Priority will be given to written 
questions/statements. These should be restricted to the functions of this 
Committee.)  
 
Refreshments will be available and any donations to the Mayor’s Charity will be 
gratefully received.  

 
DATED this 11th day of FEBRUARY 2019              CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 

 
THE AGENDA and BUSINESS to be TRANSACTED is: 
 
1. Chairman’s Announcements and Apologies for Absence 

2. Declarations of Interest 
Members and Officers are invited to make any declarations of Disclosable 
Pecuniary and/or Ordinary Interests that they may have in relation to 
items on this agenda and are reminded that they should re-declare their 
Interest before consideration of the item or as soon as the Interest 
becomes apparent and if not previously included on their Register of 
Interests to notify the Monitoring Officer within 28 days. 
Members and Officers should make their declaration by stating:  
a) the item they have the Interest in  
b) whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary or Ordinary Interest  
c) the nature of the Interest 
d) if it is an Ordinary Interest whether they intend to leave the room for 

the discussion and vote  
e) if it is a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, and therefore must leave the 

room for the discussion and vote, whether they will be exercising their 
right to speak on this matter under Public Question Time 

 

3. To approve the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee Meeting 
held on 29th January 2019 and the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting 
held on 4th February 2019 

4. Adjournment for public question time and statements 

BOGNOR REGIS TOWN COUNCIL 
   TOWN CLERK Glenna Frost, The Town Hall, Clarence Road, 

       Bognor Regis, West Sussex  PO21 1LD 
                 Telephone: 01243 867744   
        E-mail: bognortc@bognorregis.gov.uk 

 

mailto:bognortc@bognorregis.gov.uk


5. Clerk’s Report from previous Minutes 

6. To consider Premises Licence Applications including any variations and any 
other Licence Applications. Also, review of Premises Licence 6513: The 
Unicorn, 76 High Street, Bognor Regis, PO21 1RZ, including to note receipt 
of correspondence in relation to concerns raised by the Town Council (Min. 
189 refers) 

7. To consider Planning Applications BR/11/19/HH and BR/18/19/PL on List 
Dated 25th January, deferred from Committee Meeting held 29th January 
2019, and Planning Applications on Lists dated 1st and 8th February 2019 

8. To consider commenting on any significant Planning Applications outside 
the wards of Bognor Regis, that may impact on the infrastructure of 
Bognor Regis on Lists dated 1st and 8th February 2019 

9. Notification of any applications to be considered at the next ADC 
Development Control Committee Meeting 

10. To note Town and Parish Council Proforma circulated by Arun District 
Council, and queries raised by Officer 

11. To consider submitting a response to the Consultation on Protecting and 
Enhancing England’s Trees and Woodlands 

12. Correspondence 
 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 
MEMBERS ARE REMINDED THAT PLANS ARE AVAILABLE FOR 

INSPECTION IN THE TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE 
 

THERE IS A LIFT AVAILABLE AT THE TOWN HALL FOR ACCESS TO THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER IF REQUIRED 



P & L C’ttee. Mins 29th January 2019 
 

1.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

HELD ON TUESDAY 29th JANUARY 2019 
 

PRESENT:  Cllr. Mrs. J. Warr (Chairman), Cllrs: J. Cosgrove,  
  P. Dillon (until Min. 187), S. Goodheart, M. Stanley 

and P. Woodall 
  
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs. J. Davis (Civic & Office Manager) 
  1 member of the public 
  1 member of the press  
             
The Meeting opened at 6.32pm 
 

176. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
The Chairman welcomed those present and went through the 
evacuation procedure in the event of a fire.  Apologies for absence were 
received from Cllr. Mrs. Daniells who was unwell.  Furthermore, in line 
with the report given at the November Town Council Meeting, Cllr. 
Enticott was also absent. 
 

177. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Members and Officers were reminded to make any declarations of 
Disclosable Pecuniary and/or Ordinary Interests that they may have in 
relation to items on this Agenda. 
 
Members and Officers should make their declaration by stating:  
a) the item they have the Interest in  
b) whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary or Ordinary Interest  
c) the nature of the Interest 
d) if it is an Ordinary Interest whether they intend to leave the room for 

the discussion and vote  
e) if it is a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, and therefore must leave the 

room for the discussion and vote, whether they will be exercising 
their right to speak on this matter under Public Question Time 

 
They then need to re-declare their Interest and the nature of the 
Interest at the commencement of the item or when the Interest 
becomes apparent. They should request that it be recorded in the 
Minutes that they will leave the meeting and will neither take part in 
discussion, nor vote on the item. 
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 In accordance with good practice, individual forms were available to 
those Councillors present in order that they could personally record 
their Interests - both Disclosable Pecuniary and Ordinary. These forms 
should be returned to the Committee Clerk at the end of the meeting to 
enable all declarations of Interest to be accurately recorded in the 
Minutes. Members were reminded that it is their responsibility to notify 
the Monitoring Officer of all Disclosable Pecuniary Interests or Ordinary 
Interests notifiable under the Council’s Code of Conduct, not already 
recorded on their Register of Interests Form, within 28 days. 
 
 The Chairman reminded Members to declare their Interests as any arise 
or again at the relative point in the meeting if they have already. 
  
Cllrs. Dillon and Stanley stated that, as Members of Arun District 
Council, they will be voting on the matters before them having 
regard only to such information as placed before the Town 
Council. If they should come to consider any matters again at 
the District Council, and further information may be available, 
they will consider the information available at that time and may 
come to a different decision 
 
Cllr. Stanley declared an Ordinary Interest in Agenda item 7 as a 
fundraiser for Stonepillow 

 
178. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 8th JANUARY 2019 
 

The Committee RESOLVED to agree and approve the Minutes of the 
Meeting held on 8th January 2019 as an accurate record of the 
proceedings and the Chairman signed them. 
 

179. ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND STATEMENTS 
 
 There were no questions or statements from the member of the public 

present. 
 

180. CLERK’S REPORT FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES  
 
180.1 9th October 2018 - Min. 111 - Further consideration of Planning 

Application BR/191/18/PL (2-4 Waterloo Square, Bognor Regis, 
PO21 1SU) 

 Members were notified that Demolition Orders were served on 2-4 
Waterloo Square on 15th January 2019, under the Housing Act 2004 - 
Part 1 of Section 265 of the Housing Act 1985.  The decision was taken 
to serve these Orders due to the number of significant hazards found 
within the building and the duty that is placed on the Local Authority 
when such hazards are identified.  Prior notification was provided to the 
District Ward Councillors on 11th January 2019, but not to the Town 
Council.  Arun District Council have since apologised for this oversight. 
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 Following lengthy discussions, during which a number of questions were 

raised, Members requested that a letter be written to Arun District 
Council requesting a postponement of the Demolition Orders served on 
2-4 Waterloo Square to allow for answers to their questions.   

 
 The Clerk advised that it would not be possible to implement this 

request as no decision could be made under this item.  The Clerk will 
therefore liaise with the Chairman to call an Extraordinary Meeting at 
which a specific item can be tabled, and the matter can be considered. 

 
180.2 20th November 2018 - Min. 134.3 - Planning Application 

BR/214/18/PL (Former hotel tennis courts adjacent to the 
Royal Norfolk Hotel, West Street, Bognor Regis) 

 Members were informed that Planning Application BR/214/18/PL, to 
which the Committee had raised an objection at the meeting held 20th 
November 2018, had been withdrawn at the request of the applicant. 

 
180.3 8th January 2019 - Min. 172 - Consideration by ADC Development 

Control Committee of Planning Application BR/142/18/OUT 
(Richmond Arms, 224 London Road, Bognor Regis) 

 
 Cllr. Goodheart declared an Ordinary Interest in Planning 

Application BR/142/18/OUT as a resident of London Road 
 
 The Civic & Office Manager reported to Members that at the ADC 

Development Control Committee Meeting held on 16th January 2019, 
outline application, with all matters reserved for the demolition and 
conversion of existing public house (with residential accommodation to 
1st floor) to form up to 10 No. residential flats over a maximum of 3.5 
storeys, was permitted subject to compliance with conditions and a 
Section 106 Agreement. 

 
 The Civic & Office Manager went on to report that during the 

Development Control Meeting, Committee Members raised concerns 
about the flats overshadowing the 1930s Art Deco style signal box, 
located on the other side of the railway tracks opposite the Richmond 
Arms.  Questions were also asked, such as whether the signal box was 
a Listed building, and operational. 

 
 The Civic & Office Manager has written confirmation from the Station 

Manager, at Bognor Regis Railway Station, that the signal box is owned 
by National Rail and is still operational.  Furthermore, a search of Listed 
buildings in the Arun District area does not indicate the signal box as 
having Listed status.  It is, however, listed by ADC as a Building or 
Structure of Character within the District and, therefore, a material 
consideration. 
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 Although the outline application has been permitted, Members of ADC’s 
Development Control Committee agreed that when the reserved 
matters application was submitted, it be presented to Committee for 
determination, irrespective of whether it met the criteria to be dealt 
with under the Scheme of Delegation (Min. 361 refers). 

 
180.4 Community Engagement and Environment Committee - 21st 

January 2019 - Min. 85 refers 
 Members were informed that during an adjournment for public question 

time and statements, at the Community Engagement and Environment 
Committee Meeting held 21st January 2019, a member of the public 
spoke about the importance of public becoming aware of Planning 
Applications in time to allow them to submit representation, and their 
concerns that the cycle of the Town Council’s Planning and Licensing 
Committee Meetings did not allow for this. 

 
 Having listened to the comments made by the member of public, at the 

Community Engagement and Environment Committee Meeting, 
Members were informed that changes had been made to the Town 
Council’s website whereby planning matters had been made more 
prominent on the Homepage, and a section created in which all relevant 
information could now be found for ease of reference.  The Civic & 
Office Manager gave Members present a brief tour of the changes made 
to the website’s layout. 

 
 Members were also made aware that, going forward, there would be a 

slight change in the cycle of weekly planning lists that would be 
considered by the Planning and Licensing Committee.  Doing so would 
allow more time for representations from other parties to be submitted 
prior to the Committee coming to a decision on a Planning Application. 

 
 Members thanked the Civic & Office Manager for her work on this 

matter.                                       
 
181. TO CONSIDER PREMISES LICENCE APPLICATIONS INCLUDING 

ANY VARIATIONS AND ANY OTHER LICENCE APPLICATIONS   
 
 There were none. 
 

182. TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS ON LISTS DATED 11th, 
18th AND 25th JANUARY 2019 

  
182.1 The Committee noted that there were no views from other Town 

Councillors to report.    
 
182.2 The Committee noted that representation had been received from a 

member of the public in relation to Planning Application BR/330/18/PL.  
The Committee noted that no representations had been received from 
neighbouring parishes, in respect of these applications.  
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 Cllr. Stanley redeclared an Ordinary Interest in Planning 
Application BR/330/18/PL, as a fundraiser for Stonepillow, and 
abstained from voting 

 
182.3 The Committee, having considered the applications, RESOLVED that its 

representations be forwarded to ADC (Appended to these Minutes as 
Appendix 1).  

 
183. TO CONSIDER COMMENTING ON ANY SIGNIFICANT PLANNING 

APPLICATIONS OUTSIDE THE WARDS OF BOGNOR REGIS, THAT 
MAY IMPACT ON THE INFRASTRUCTURE OF BOGNOR REGIS ON 
LISTS DATED 11th, 18th AND 25th JANUARY 2019 

 
 There were none. 

 
184. NOTIFICATION OF ANY APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED AT 

THE NEXT ADC DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 There were none. 
 
185. TO RESOLVE TO SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS TO CONSIDER 

PREVIOUS DECISION (S.O. 16.1) REGARDING PLANNING 
APPLICATION BR/263/18/PL (MIN. 134.3 OF 20th NOVEMBER 
2018 REFERS) 

  
 The Committee RESOLVED to Suspend Standing Orders (S.O. 16.1 

refers) to enable them to give further consideration of Planning 
Application BR/263/18/PL - Application for variation of conditions 
following grant of planning permission BR/348/16/PL relating to Cond 2 
- Block plan & smoking shelter, Cond 9 - smoking shelter materials & 
Cond 11 - use of smoking shelter & conservatory.  St Josephs, Albert 
Road, Bognor Regis, PO21 1NJ (Min. 134.3 refers), as amended plans 
have been published by ADC. 

 
 Members RESOLVED to further consider their previous decision and 

Standing Orders were therefore reinstated. 
 
186. TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF A CHANGE TO PLANNING APPLICATION 

BR/263/18/PL AND TO CONSIDER EITHER RESCINDING THE 
PREVIOUS DECISION, OR MAKING FURTHER COMMENT (MIN. 
134.3 OF 20th NOVEMBER 2018 REFERS) 

 
 The Civic & Office Manager gave a verbal report, informing Members of 

the changes made to Planning Application BR/263/18/PL. 
 
 Members, having previously considered this Planning Application, at a 

meeting held on 20th November 2018, had raised an objection on the 
grounds that the noise, disturbance and smells resulting from the 
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proposed hours of operation were of material consideration and being 
cause for complaint. 

 
 The applicant is no longer proposing to extend the hours of use of the 

conservatory, or to increase the occupancy of the smoking shelter from 
2 persons, although it will still be relocated. 

 
 Having considered the changes made to Planning Application 

BR/263/18/PL, Members RESOLVED to AGREE in continuing to 
OBJECT to Planning Application BR/263/18/PL as a result of the noise, 
disturbance and smells resulting from the relocation of the smoking 
shelter. 

 
 Cllr. Dillon left the Meeting 
 
187. TO DISCUSS FACILITIES AT BOGNOR REGIS RAILWAY STATION 
 
 The Civic & Office Manager’s report was noted.  
 
 Members spoke of the number of issues still to be addressed at Bognor 

Regis Railway Station, and the length of time it is taking to improve 
matters. 

 
 Following discussion, Members RESOLVED to AGREE that a spokesperson 

from the Railway Station should be invited to attend a future Planning and 
Licensing Committee Meeting to discuss the concerns raised. 

 
188. FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 

(MIN. 144.4 OF 4th DECEMBER 2018 REFERS) 
 
 The Civic & Office Manager’s report was received and Members noted that 

when a response has been received from the member of the public who 
had raised the original issue, the matter would be referred back to this 
Committee for further consideration. 

 
189. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON CONCERNS REGARDING THE UNICORN 

PUB, BOGNOR REGIS (MIN. 159 OF 18th DECEMBER 2018 REFERS) 
 
 The Civic & Office Manager’s reports was noted. 
 
 A Member spoke about concerns raised by local businesses in the Old 

Town area regarding the negative press.  Although the issues at The 
Unicorn had contributed to this, it was felt that the area as a whole 
needed some positive input. 

 
 Members spoke about the viability of reforming the Old Town Working 

Group, with either the Bognor BID or Town Council taking on 
administration of it.  Members RESOLVED to AGREE that this matter be 
REFERRED to the Community Engagement and Environment Committee 
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for consideration.  Members asked also that the Community Engagement 
and Environment Committee consider hosting a Drop-In Surgery in the 
Old Town area at a future date. 

 
 Furthermore, Members RESOLVED to AGREE that the issue of promoting 

the Old Town area be REFERRED to the Events, Promotion and Leisure 
Committee to discuss ways in which this might be achieved. 

 
190. CORRESPONDENCE 
  

The Committee noted receipt of correspondence previously circulated 
and the following was brought to Members attention: 
 
Additional correspondence included: - 

190.1 WSCC - Latest Planned Roadworks report 23rd January - 22nd February 
2019.  Circulated to Committee Members and shared on Social Media. 

190.2 Housing, Communities and Local Government - Evidence Session: 
Independent Review of Building Regulations and Fire Safety to be heard 
28th January 2019. 

190.3 CPRE - Star Count 2019. 
 
The Meeting closed at 8.27pm
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APPENDIX 1 
PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON  29th JANUARY 2019 

REPRESENTATIONS ON LISTS DATED 11th, 18th AND 25th JANUARY 2019 
 
The Planning and Licensing Committee of Bognor Regis Town Council RESOLVED as follows: 
BR/326/18/PL 
The Royal Hotel 
The Esplanade 
Bognor Regis 
PO21 1SZ 
 

Refurbishment, external alterations, 
extensions and reconfiguration of 
previously permitted conversion to 
rebuild ground floor A3 restaurant & 
provide a total of 27 flats - This 
application affects the character and 
appearance of The Steyne, Bognor, 
Conservation Area 

SUPPORT Members commented on 
how the plans for this application had 
been well presented and were 
impressed with the way the applicant 
had consulted with the public.  It was 
agreed that this application is an 
excellent example of how a historic 
building can be preserved.  

BR/330/18/PL 
15 Ellasdale Road 
Bognor Regis 
PO21 2SG 
 

Change of use of the existing single 
storey area from C2 (Residential 
Institution) to D1 (Non-Residential 
Institution) & erection of a single storey 
rear extension & new access 
ramp/steps 

NO OBJECTION 

BR/331/18/HH 
1 Waverley Road 
Bognor Regis 
PO21 5NB 

Dormer projection to existing first floor 
 
 

NO OBJECTION 

BR/317/18/PL 
86 Annandale Avenue 
Bognor Regis 
PO21 2EX 
 

Erection of a first-floor rear extension & 
the provision of 2 No. two bedroomed 
flats (resubmission following 
BR/42/18/PL) 

NO OBJECTION 

BR/5/19/HH 
33 Elmwood Avenue 
Bognor Regis 
PO22 8DD 
 

Two storey rear extension, single storey 
side extension & front porch extension 

NO OBJECTION 



P & L C’ttee. Mins 29th January 2019 
 

 

9.  

BR/4/19/A 
Bus shelter outside 33-37 High 
Street 
Bognor Regis  
PO21 1LJ 

Upgrade existing paper advertising 
panel to double digital advertising 
panels forming integral part of bus 
shelter 

NO OBJECTION 

BR/7/19/HH 
57 Highcroft Crescent  
Bognor Regis 
PO22 8DJ 

Single storey side & rear extensions & 
replacement garage 

NO OBJECTION 

BR/303/18/PL 
Third Floor 
8 York Road 
Bognor Regis  
PO21 1LW 

Change of use from offices (B1 
Business) to 1 No. one bedroom 
residential apartment (C3 Dwelling 
house) (re-submission of 
BR/107/18/PL) 

NO OBJECTION 

BR/324/18/L 
The Town Hall 
Clarence Road 
Bognor Regis  
PO21 1LD 

Listed building consent to mount 2 No. 
Blue Plaques to exterior of balcony 

NO COMMENT The applicant of 
Planning Application BR/324/18/L is an 
Officer of Bognor Regis Town Council, 
therefore Members agreed to submit no 
comment regarding the application. 
 

BR/11/19/HH 
Holyrood 
Sylvan Way 
Bognor Regis 
PO21 2RS 

Proposed front extension, front 
elevational alterations, rear dormer and 
internal alterations 

DEFERRED Members agreed to defer 
consideration of Planning Application 
BR/11/19/HH until the Planning and 
Licensing Committee Meeting to be held 
19th February 2019 to allow for public 
consultation. 

BR/302/18/PL 
73 Hawthorn Road 
Bognor Regis 
PO21 2BS 

1 x 2 bedroom flat and 2 x 1 bedroom 
flat to the east elevation 

NO OBJECTION 
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BR/18/19/PL 
South Bersted CofE Primary School 
Church Lane 
Bognor Regis 
PO22 9PZ 

Construction of Multi Use Games Area. 
This application may affect the setting 
of listed buildings 

DEFERRED Members agreed to defer 
consideration of Planning Application 
BR/18/19/PL until the Planning and 
Licensing Committee Meeting to be held 
19th February 2019 to allow for public 
consultation. 

 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY  
PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
HELD ON MONDAY 4th FEBRUARY 2019 

 
PRESENT:  Cllr. Mrs. J. Warr (Chairman), Cllrs: J. Cosgrove,             

P. Dillon, S. Goodheart and P. Woodall  
  
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs. S. Norman (Deputy Clerk) 
  1 member of the press 
  1 Councillor in the public gallery: Cllr. J. Brooks 
             
The Meeting opened at 6.00pm 
 

191. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
The Chairman welcomed those present and went through the 
evacuation procedure in the event of a fire.  Apologies for absence 
were received from Cllr. Stanley who was working and Cllr. Mrs. 
Daniells. No apologies were received from Cllr. Enticott.   
 

192. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Members and Officers were reminded to make any declarations of 
Disclosable Pecuniary and/or Ordinary Interests that they may have in 
relation to items on this Agenda. 
 
Members and Officers should make their declaration by stating:  
a) the item they have the Interest in  
b) whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary or Ordinary Interest  
c) the nature of the Interest 
d) if it is an Ordinary Interest whether they intend to leave the room 

for the discussion and vote  
e) if it is a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, and therefore must leave the 

room for the discussion and vote, whether they will be exercising 
their right to speak on this matter under Public Question Time 

 
They then need to re-declare their Interest and the nature of the 
Interest at the commencement of the item or when the Interest 
becomes apparent. They should request that it be recorded in the 
Minutes that they will leave the meeting and will neither take part in 
discussion, nor vote on the item. 
 
 In accordance with good practice, individual forms were available to 
those Councillors present in order that they could personally record 
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their Interests - both Disclosable Pecuniary and Ordinary. These forms 
should be returned to the Committee Clerk at the end of the meeting to 
enable all declarations of Interest to be accurately recorded in the 
Minutes. Members were reminded that it is their responsibility to notify 
the Monitoring Officer of all Disclosable Pecuniary Interests or Ordinary 
Interests notifiable under the Council’s Code of Conduct, not already 
recorded on their Register of Interests Form, within 28 days. 
 
 The Chairman reminded Members to declare their Interests as any 
arise or again at the relative point in the meeting if they have already. 
  
Cllr. Dillon stated that, as a Member of Arun District Council, he 
would be voting on the matters before him having regard only 
to such information as placed before the Town Council. If he 
should come to consider any matters again at the District 
Council, and further information may be available, he would 
consider the information available at that time and may come to 
a different decision 
 
Cllr. Brooks, seated in the public gallery, stated he was also a 
Member of Arun District Council and may consider these 
matters again at the District Council 

 
193. ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND STATEMENTS 
 
 There were no questions or statements from the public gallery. 
 

194. TO CONSIDER ANY ACTIONS FOLLOWING NOTIFICATION FROM 
ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF THE DEMOLITION ORDER PLACED 
ON 2-4 WATERLOO SQUARE, BOGNOR REGIS 

 
 The Civic & Office Manager’s report was noted.  
 

 Members proceeded to discuss the status of the ownership of both the 
land and the buildings at 2-4 Waterloo Square and agreed that more 
clarity on this issue was required.  
 
Members also raised concern over the methodology for the surveyor’s 
report on which the Demolition Order was based, as information 
received suggested that this had been based on the survey undertaken 
by the planning permission applicant together with an external visual 
inspection of the buildings.  
 
It was noted that two Councillors either had already made, or intended 
to make, their own enquiries with ADC on this and other queries 
relating to the site and that part of this investigation would be by way 
of a Freedom of Information request. The information received would 
be referred back to this Committee for consideration.  
 
 



It was noted that the original planning application for the demolition of 
the building (BR/191/18/PL) remained undetermined and Members 
expressed their grave concern that the Demolition Order served  by 
ADC on 15th January 2019, resulted in circumvention of the democratic 
planning process. 
 
Following debate, it was AGREED that a letter should be written to ADC 
stating that this Committee RESOLVES: 
 
That ADC delay the implementation of the Demolition Order served on 
15th January 2019 until further information, as requested by Members, 
has been considered by this Committee; 
 
That the deep concern of this Committee be noted that ADC 
Development Control has an application before them, which remains 
undetermined, and the recent serving of the Demolition Order 
circumvents the usual and democratic planning process; 
 
That an invitation be extended to a representative from ADC to attend 
a Committee meeting and answer questions that the Members have 
regarding this matter.  

  
The Meeting closed at 6.28pm 
 
 
 





AGENDA ITEM 11  
 

BOGNOR REGIS TOWN COUNCIL 
PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE MEETING - 19th FEBRUARY 2019 

 
AGENDA ITEM 11 - TO CONSIDER SUBMITTING A RESPONSE TO THE 
CONSULTATION ON PROTECTING AND ENHANCING ENGLAND’S TREES 
AND WOODLANDS 
 
 
REPORT BY CIVIC & OFFICE MANAGER         FOR DECISION 
 
This consultation seeks views on the UK government’s proposals to introduce four 
new measures designed to increase transparency and accountability in the 
process of felling street trees and to strengthen the Forestry Commission’s power 
to tackle illegal tree felling. 
 
Two of the measures introduce new duties on local authorities: a duty to consult 
on the felling of street trees; a duty to report on tree felling and replanting; while 
the third suggests the production of best practice guidance to support local 
authorities in drawing up, consulting on and publishing a Tree and Woodland 
Strategy. 
 
The duty to consult is intended to ensure that members of the public are 
appropriately consulted on the felling of street trees, which can contribute 
positively to the quality of life for people in urban areas. 
 
The duty to report would require local authorities to collate and report information 
on the felling and replanting of trees in a uniform way. 
 
Responses to the consultation document (Appendix 1) must be submitted by no 
later than 28th February 2019. 

 
 
 

 

DECISION 

Do Members wish to submit a response to the Consultation on Protecting and 
Enhancing England’s Trees and Woodlands? 



Protecting and enhancing 
England’s trees and 
woodlands 
Consultation 
December 2018 

Appendix 1
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Ministerial foreword 
Trees are a critical component of the country’s green 
infrastructure network, and a precious natural asset 
which we must protect for future generations. In urban 
areas, trees play a pivotal role in creating healthy and 
economically successful communities, helping to clean and cool the air, reduce flooding, 
and improve people’s physical and mental health and wellbeing. We recognise that local 
communities often feel passionate about the trees in their local area. While tree felling is 
an essential part of the cycle of tree-management it can generate local concern, especially 
when there is a lack of clarity about why the tree is being felled.  

In 2017 we made a manifesto commitment to introduce a duty to consult on the felling of 
urban street trees. In this consultation, we set out our vision for how this duty could work in 
practice, alongside other possibilities for proposals to introduce a duty on local authorities 
to report on their tree felling and planting activities, and best practice guidance on Tree 
and Woodland Strategies. Together, these will bring greater accountability and 
transparency to the process of street tree felling. They will set a new standard of 
stakeholder engagement and ensure that local residents have access to information and 
are provided with sufficient opportunities to voice their concerns. In addition to these 
duties, this consultation also asks for views on a series of new measures intended to give 
the Forestry Commission more powers to address illegal felling and protect wooded 
landscapes. Taken together, all four of these ideas could deliver enhanced protection to 
the natural environment and I look forward to receiving the responses to this consultation.  

 

 

 

DAVID RUTLEY MP 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State  
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General Information  

Purpose of this consultation  
This consultation seeks views on the UK government’s proposals to introduce four new 
measures designed to increase transparency and accountability in the process of felling 
street trees and to strengthen the Forestry Commission’s power to tackle illegal tree 
felling.  Two of the measures introduce new duties on local authorities: a duty to consult on 
the felling of street trees; a duty to report on tree felling and replanting; while the third 
suggests the production of best practice guidance to support local authorities in drawing 
up, consulting on and publishing a Tree and Woodland Strategy. The duty to consult is 
intended to ensure that members of the public are appropriately consulted on the felling of 
street trees, which can contribute positively to the quality of life for people in urban areas. 
The duty to report would require local authorities to collate and report information on the 
felling and replanting of trees in a uniform way. This would increase transparency and 
allow the government to monitor tree felling at a national level, helping to make sure we 
maintain and enhance the natural capital benefits of trees. Tree and Woodland strategies 
would help local authorities to set out the principles that support their tree management 
activities, thus both increasing transparency and accountability and improving stakeholder 
and public engagement.  The fourth measure is intended to give the Forestry Commission 
more powers to tackle illegal tree felling and strengthen protection of wooded landscapes.  
All of these proposals could contribute to the protection and enhancement of the natural 
environment, and help deliver the government’s ambitious 25 Year Environment Plan. This 
consultation seeks views on these measures and their implementation.  

How to respond  
Your response will be most useful if it is framed in direct response to the questions posed, 
though further comments and evidence are also welcome. 

We encourage respondents to make use of the online e-Consultation platform 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/. It is the government’s preferred method of receiving 
responses. However, you can also submit responses in writing to: 

Climate and Forestry team 

1st floor, Seacole Building 

2 Marsham Street 

London.  

SW1 4DF 

or by email to Dan.Doherty@defra.gov.uk  

Responses must be received by 28 February 2019.  

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/
mailto:Dan.Doherty@defra.gov.uk
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We may also run stakeholder events during the consultation – please register your 
interest with Dan.Doherty@defra.gov.uk if you would like to attend.  

Additional copies 
You may make copies of this document without seeking permission. An electronic version 
can be found at https://consult.defra.gov.uk/.  Other versions of the document in Braille, 
large print or audio-cassette are available on request. This includes a Welsh version. 
Please contact us under the above details to request alternative versions.  

Confidentiality and data protection  
This consultation document and consultation process have been planned to adhere to the 
Consultation Principles issued by the Cabinet Office.  

Representative groups are asked to give a summary of the people and organisations they 
represent and where relevant who else they have consulted in reaching their conclusions 
when they respond.  

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal data, may be 
published or disclosed in accordance with the access to information regimes these are 
primarily the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIRs), the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA). We have 
obligations, mainly under the EIRs, FOIA and DPA, to disclose information to particular 
recipients or to the public in certain circumstances.  

If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential, please be aware 
that, as a public authority, the Department is bound by the Freedom of Information Act and 
may therefore be obliged to disclose all or some of the information you provide. In view of 
this it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information you have 
provided as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information we will 
take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality 
can be maintained in all circumstances. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated 
by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.   

This consultation is being conducted in line with the Cabinet Office “Consultation 
Principles” and be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/consultation-
principles-guidance.  

If you have any comments or complaints about the consultation process, please address 
them to:  

Consultation Coordinator  

Area 1C, 1st Floor  

mailto:Dan.Doherty@defra.gov.uk
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/
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Nobel House  

17 Smith Square,  

London, SW1P 3JR.  

Or email: consultation.coordinator@defra.gsi.gov.uk  

 

1. Context and scope   

Background  
The UK government recognises that urban trees play a pivotal role in creating healthy and 
economically successful communities and places for people and wildlife to live.  

Trees bring nature to the heart of our urban communities, where most people live and 
work. They help clean and cool the air, reduce flooding, and improve people’s physical and 
mental health and wellbeing.  

Government has a range of policies and grants to encourage the planting and sustainable 
management of trees in rural areas - such as the development of a new Northern Forest, 
increased protection for ancient woodland, and the commitment to plant 11m new trees by 
2022. There are, however, fewer policies in place to enhance the status and protection of 
urban trees.  

The management of urban trees is generally the responsibility of local authorities. 
Increasing the accountability and transparency of tree management by local authorities will 
help ensure that local residents are fully involved in shaping and benefiting from the green 
spaces they live, work, and play in.  

Although trees planted along highways have many benefits, they also pose challenges to 
maintaining safe, accessible highways. Local authorities are obligated by the Highways 
Act 1980 to maintain safe roads, and felling trees as part of this obligation does not require 
a felling licence from the Forestry Commission. The management of highway trees is one 
of the subjects covered by the guidance of the UK Roads Liaison Group, “Well Managed 
Highway Infrastructure: a Code of Practice”, published by the Department for Transport. 

While tree felling is necessary as part of the cycle of tree management, it can generate 
local concern. Trees are generally valued by local communities as they contribute to the 
character of a place and offer high public amenity value, in addition to the ecosystem 
services they provide.  In recognition of this the government committed to placing a duty 
on local authorities to consult before felling street trees in the 2017 manifesto. 

mailto:consultation.coordinator@defra.gsi.gov.uk
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To ensure transparency at the national level, and uniformity in the way that local 
authorities collect and record data on their tree management activities, the government is 
seeking views on whether there should be a duty on local authorities to report on tree 
felling and planting.   

Government is also seeking views on whether government should produce best practice 
guidance to support local authorities in drawing up, consulting on and publishing Tree and 
Woodland strategies. Such strategies would enable local authorities to take a long-term, 
strategic approach to managing their trees and woodlands, and provide another route for 
local authorities to set out their tree policies clearly to the public and increase transparency 
and accountability. 

Finally, government is also proposing to strengthen measures to enable the Forestry 
Commission to tackle illegal tree felling, in a context beyond that of urban street trees. 
The proposed changes would greatly strengthen the Forestry Commission’s ability to apply 
and enforce the felling licence regime and thereby protect wooded landscapes across 
England.  

Current policy landscape 
There is currently no statutory obligation for local authorities to consult on the felling of 
street trees, hold data on their tree felling and management activities, or any best practice 
guidance on how to publish a Tree and Woodland Strategy.  

While most authorities keep some records there is no consistency in the data nationally. 

The Forestry Act 1967 currently governs the felling licence system used to regulate tree 
felling, which is administered by the Forestry Commission. In the felling licence system, a 
licence is required before trees are felled, unless one of the statutory exemptions for the 
need for a licence applies. Applications for a licence are placed on a public register, giving 
residents or other interested parties an opportunity to lodge their views. The Forestry 
Commission also retains data on the number and type of felling licences approved, and 
the trees to be replanted as a condition of the licence being granted.  

Several exemptions apply to the felling licence system. In particular, local authorities 
acting in their role as statutory highways authorities do not require a licence to fell street 
trees which interfere with the maintenance of the highway. There are several other areas – 
such as the management of parks – where local authorities are also responsible for 
managing trees but do not require licences.  

We believe that giving residents a greater say in the management of street trees, and 
making data on tree felling and replanting more readily available, will improve the quality of 
decision making around trees managed by local authorities.  
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Objectives  

There can be genuine reasons for tree felling, and these proposed duties are not intended 
to detract from the professional knowledge and arboricultural expertise of Tree Officers 
and local authorities, who are best-placed to make decisions about the management of 
trees in their area. 
 
The two new duties and proposal for best practice guidance have been designed to 
support and increase transparency and accountability in the tree felling process. They will 
ensure that local residents are adequately consulted, have the opportunity to voice their 
concerns, and enable government to monitor tree felling at a national level.    
 
The forestry enforcement measures are intended to strengthen the government’s ability to 
tackle illegal tree felling.  

Territorial extent  
As Forestry is a devolved issue these measures would only apply to England.   

2. Duty to consult  
Government has a manifesto commitment to introduce a duty on local authorities to 
consult on the felling of street trees. This would apply to individual street trees which are to 
be felled, unless they meet certain exemption criteria.  

Local authorities sometimes consult with local communities prior to felling trees, but there 
is wide variation across the country, meaning some communities have little say over the 
fate of the trees in their area. 

Those local authorities that currently consult typically do so in order to inform the public of 
reasons behind felling that may be perceived as contentious (such as removal of healthy 
or prominent mature trees). There are currently no government standards or guidelines for 
local authority street tree management, and so the decision to consult is individual to each 
local authority.  

Given the general public support for street trees and current lack of accountability 
associated with street tree felling in some local authorities, we believe there is a need for 
greater community engagement in decision-making affecting street trees.  

Government intends to introduce a duty on local authorities to consult with local 
communities to ensure that consultation takes place when a street tree is to be felled, and 
that the consultation process meets certain standards. Communities will have an 
opportunity to understand why a tree is being felled within their local area and if necessary 
to raise concerns regarding the felling of trees that will be heard by the local authority.  
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This will contribute to mitigating the current limitations in the governance and management 
of street trees and empower local communities to have their say in decisions affecting 
street trees and to hold local authorities to account for their actions.   

Giving the public a greater say in street tree management would reduce the likelihood of 
street trees being felled without good reason, ensuring that there is transparency and 
accountability in the decision making process.  

Scope 
The duty to consult will apply to the felling of ‘street trees.’ For the purpose of this 
consultation ‘street trees’ are defined as managed trees lining the highway within the 
urban environment.  

The duty to consult would not apply to other urban trees such as parks or public spaces or 
trees alongside roads not in urban settlements.   

Who should be consulted and how?  
Government has considered different options for consultation detailed below.  

Option A: Full Consultation: Consult on every tree proposed for felling during a four 
week consultation period.  

A notice inviting consultation to be placed on the tree, letters sent to local residents in 
close proximity to the tree (100m2), and a notice published in the town hall and online. 
Please note 100m2 is a 100 meter by 100 meter box with the tree at the centre. 

Option B: Closed Consultation: Consult on every tree proposed for felling during a 
four week closed consultation period.  

A notice inviting consultation to be placed on the tree, letters sent to local residents in 
close proximity to the tree (100m2). Please note 100m2 is a 100 meter by 100 meter 
box with the tree at the centre. 

Option C:  Closed Consultation with trigger point: Consult on every tree proposed 
for felling during a four week closed consultation period.  

A notice inviting consultation to be placed on the tree, letters sent to local residents in 
close proximity to the tree (100m2). Please note 100m2 is a 100 meter by 100 meter 
box with the tree at the centre. 

If more than 50% of respondents in the closed consultation disagree with the proposal 
this will trigger a full public consultation. 

Government’s preference is for Option C.  
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Trees of special historic or cultural significance 
Trees designated as having special historic or cultural significance would automatically be 
subject to wider public consultation. To meet this definition trees would have to meet one 
of the following criteria. The tree may be:  

 
• culturally, historically, ecologically significant – such as veteran trees 
• linked to a person or event that is culturally or historically significant 

For trees that meet this criteria an extraordinary measure/action or level of resource can 
be taken or dedicated to its preservation. The local authority may initially be unaware of 
this significance so a full consultation where significance is suspected or raised as an 
issue is essential. 

Exemptions 
Street trees are often felled for one of several common reasons which could be the basis 
for exemption from the duty to consult. 

    
1. Dangerous: Tree needs to be felled because it presents an immediate danger 

and work is urgently needed to remove that danger. Trees that immediately affect 
the operational use of the footway by people – forcing them to use the 
carriageway – are considered dangerous for the purposes of this policy.  

2. Responding to a pest or disease instance: Removal of a tree is a critical part of 
the implementation of a management or control programme, following notification 
by regulatory authority in response to a pest or disease instance.  

3. Dead.  
4. Damaging: Tree needs to be felled because it is causing significant damage to 

the apparatus of a statutory undertaker (such as gas, electricity or water) where 
urgent access is required for repair; or tree needs to be felled because it can be 
demonstrated that it is causing significant damage and threatens the integrity of a 
footpath or carriageway to such an extent that it presents an imminent danger. 

5. Young Trees Damaged/Failed: Young trees (up to fifteen years old) which will 
be replaced within two years. The position of the tree has already been 
established. Consultation could lead to discussion that undermines that decision 
when replacement is essentially a maintenance management activity. 

Some exemptions will be necessary to ensure that Councils are able to take swift action to 
fulfil their wider duties, for example where trees are endangering public safety. Our view is 
that dangerous, responding to a pest or disease instance and dead trees must be exempt 
from the duty to consult, because their removal in as timely a manner as possible is 
necessary, but that damaging trees and young trees should not be exempt.  
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Q1. Should a duty for local authorities to consult on the felling of street 
trees be introduced? Please give reasons for your response.  

Q2. Do you agree with the proposed scope of the duty to consult? 
Please give reasons for your response.   

Q3. Do you agree with the government’s preferred approach of a closed 
consultation with trigger point? Please give reasons for your response.  

Q4. In what circumstances do you think a tree should be exempt from 
the duty to consult? Please gives reasons for your response.    

Q5. Do you think it is appropriate that trees of special historic or 
cultural significance are subject to a more rigorous consultation 
process? Do you agree with the criteria for designating a tree of special 
historic or cultural significance? Are there any other categories which 
should be included? 

Q6. Do you think that the duty to consult will have any negative impacts 
on development?  

Q7. Should consultations be done on an individual basis or in groups of 
trees where, for example, trees are planted in the same location?  

3. Reporting on felling and planting of trees 
by local authorities 
Currently, the Forestry Commission collects data on trees felled when a felling licence is 
required, and any compensatory planting that takes place. However, felling licences are 
not required in many situations where local authorities are responsible for managing trees, 
including street trees, trees in parks, and trees felled as part of the planning process. More 
information on tree felling and planting by local authorities would help government and the 
public to develop a better understanding of the drivers of tree felling and planting, as well 
as help track our aspiration to increase forest cover in England to 12% of land area by 
2060.  

Trees under local authority management provide a wide range of social, environmental 
and economic benefits to local communities. Felling trees often generates concern within 
the local communities who value these trees. 

Local communities want to understand the justification for removing trees and what plans 
local authorities have for replanting felled trees. Communities should feel empowered to 
influence decisions about whether or not to fell trees and the extent and location of 
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replanting. Alongside the duty to consult, the proposed duty to report will increase the 
transparency of felling and planting actions by local authorities, thereby enabling 
communities to hold local authorities to account for their actions.  

The duty to report will also allow local and national government, community groups, non-
government organisations and the scientific community to develop a stronger 
understanding of where trees are being cut down and why, helping to improve our 
understanding of tree management and protect and enhance the environmental and other 
benefits of trees.  

There is currently no requirement for local authorities to collate or report information on the 
felling or replanting of trees. While some local authorities have inventories of trees under 
their management, this information is not collected or recorded in a uniform manner. For 
example some (mostly urban) local authorities have electronic inventories that are linked 
to Geographic Information System (GIS), while others record tree information in paper 
form. 

The policy is intended to introduce a duty on local authorities to report tree felling and 
planting activities in a uniform way to increase transparency and ensure that current 
deficiencies in the governance and management of trees are mitigated. 

Scope 
Local authorities would be required to record on felling and planting activity for which they 
are both directly and indirectly responsible, including trees which are felled as part of 
planning decisions. 

Local authorities are directly or indirectly responsible for tree felling in different ways. 
Some trees – such as street trees or trees in parks – are managed directly by local 
authorities. Others, such as trees felled or planted as part of planning decisions, are not 
directly managed by local authorities but are affected by their decision making.  

Local authority responsibilities for felling include: 

• trees felled which are managed directly by the local authorities and which are 
exempt from felling licences 

• felling as a result of planning decisions 

• felling as a result of interventions on trees with Tree Preservation Orders 

Local authority responsibilities for planting include: 

• compensatory planting as a result of felling activities 

• planting on new trees which are managed by the local authority 
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• compensatory planting as a result of planning decisions 

What information should be reported? 

There are various kinds of information on trees which might be useful to capture through 
the duty to report. These include: 

• date of felling/planting 
• location of tree 
• job number  
• species of tree 
• reason for felling 

How should local authorities report this information?  
Local authorities could make this information publicly available by uploading it to an online 
portal hosted by the government. Updates should be undertaken regularly. 

Q8. Should a duty on local authorities to report on tree felling and 
planting be introduced? Please explain the reasons for your answer. 

Q9. Which trees would it be useful to report on? Please explain the 
reason for your answer.  

Q10. What information do you think local authorities could gather and 
hold?  Please explain the reasons for your answer.   

Q11. How could local authorities present this information? Should 
national government play a role in collating and managing information?  

4. Tree and woodland strategies 
Tree and Woodland strategies are local authority documents which set out the policy 
framework, and management approaches, for trees and woodlands, based on an 
assessment of the local authority’s tree and woodland resource. 

There is currently no requirement for local authorities to produce Tree and Woodland 
Strategies. Although some local authorities already publish substantive documents, there 
is no uniformity and some authorities do not publish anything at all.  The availability of best 
practice guidance will allow local authorities to produce strategies that are consistent with 
other strategies in their content.  This will ensure that the overarching principles of long 
term tree and woodland management are universally applied and that everyone has the 
opportunity to influence the future of their local tree and woodland resource.  
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Tree and Woodland Strategies help local authorities to quantify and value the natural 
capital value of this critical component of the green infrastructure network. They provide 
the basis for long-term thinking and enable local authorities to plan for a resilient resource 
through long-term adaptive responses to climate change and to pest and diseases. Tree 
and Woodland Strategies enable easy identification of important areas of work. They also 
assist bids for resources and co-ordination of actions to achieve woodland aims and 
objectives. 

Tree and Woodland Strategies also help to create greater transparency and accountability, 
providing another route by which local authorities can explain their policies and decision-
making process to local residents. Local residents take a keen interest in the trees in their 
communities, and should be able to influence and monitor decisions affecting the felling 
and replanting of trees. Tree and Woodland Strategies will improve stakeholder and public 
engagement with local tree management.  

Decisions on how trees and woodlands are managed should be taken by local authorities. 
There should, however, be core topics which are covered by a Tree and Woodland 
Strategy; including the following sections:  

1. Assessment and valuation of current tree stock: the strategy should assess 
the nature of the tree stock, its function and value. Valuation of the current tree 
stock can help to demonstrate that, whilst tree management brings costs to local 
authorities, these costs are often balanced out by the benefits and services 
provided by trees, such as carbon sequestration and air pollutant removal.  

2. Geographical Assessment: it would be useful if the strategy covered all trees 
within the local authority’s geographical boundary, with a brief consideration of 
the broad topography, geology and soil conditions.   

3. Benefits of Trees and Woodlands: the social, economic and environmental 
benefits that trees and woodlands bring to an area should be highlighted. The 
strategy could also touch on the dis-advantages of where trees have not been 
planted in the right place.  

4. Sustainable Tree Management: Local authorities should explain their rationale 
/ criteria for conducting management activities as part of a sustainable approach 
to tree management.  

5. Tree Planting: Local authorities should set out the principles which underpin the 
planting of trees on land under local authority control; this could include long 
term issues such as species diversity, longevity and succession of the tree 
stock. 

6. Sustainable Woodland Management: any local authority that owns or 
manages areas of woodland should include a specific section on sustainable 
woodland management.   

7. Biodiversity:  the strategy should consider its contribution to biodiversity, for 
example by referencing Biodiversity 2020 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-2020-a-strategy-for-
england-s-wildlife-and-ecosystem-services and the objectives of any local 
biodiversity action plans. 

8. Enhancing biosecurity: the strategy should set out the actions to enhance 
biosecurity, reduce the impacts of tree pests and diseases, and build the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-2020-a-strategy-for-england-s-wildlife-and-ecosystem-services
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-2020-a-strategy-for-england-s-wildlife-and-ecosystem-services
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resilience of trees, for example in reference to the environmental goals of the 
Tree Health Resilience Strategy (extent, connectivity, diversity and condition). 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tree-health-resilience-strategy-2018 

9. Climate Change: the strategy should identify the vulnerability of the tree stock 
to climate change and set out approaches to address this vulnerability’, and 
could consider how trees can help mitigate the impacts of climate change in the 
local environment, for example cooling through shading. 

 Local residents should be consulted on Tree and Woodland Strategies before they are 
finalised. 

Q12. Do you agree that Tree and Woodland Strategies help local 
authorities and the public to manage their trees and woodlands? Would 
best practice guidance be sufficient for local authorities and the public? 
Please give reasons for your response.  

Q13. Do you agree with the suggested content for best practice 
guidance for Tree and Woodland Strategies? Please give reasons for 
your response.  

5. Forestry enforcement measurements 
The UK government proposes to introduce measures that will strengthen environmental 
protection by giving the Forestry Commission more powers to address illegal felling.  

The Forestry Act 1967 is over 50 years old and was designed to allow the Forestry 
Commission (FC) to regulate the forestry sector primarily in relation to timber extraction, 
which was then the main source of deforestation. It is now out of date and further 
measures are required to update the current felling licence system. Nine measures are 
proposed to tackle this problem:   

1. Giving the Forestry Commission the power to apply to the courts to direct land 
owners to replant trees on land which has been both illegally felled and where 
current replanting directions (via Restocking and Enforcement Notices) have been 
ignored.  

2. Giving the Forestry Commission the power to direct an individual to replant trees on 
land which they have subsequently sold, subject to the permission of the new 
landowner. 

3. Giving the Forestry Commission the power to force the cessation of tree felling in an 
area while an investigation into illegal felling is taking place.  

4. Create a legal requirement on the owner of land, where illegal felling has taken 
place, to notify the Forestry Commission if they sell the land. This will simplify the 
process of tracking who it is who needs to be served with Restocking and 
Enforcement Notices, directing individuals to replant trees. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tree-health-resilience-strategy-2018
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5. New powers to identify and pursue a suspected instigator of illegal felling, where the 
person suspected of felling illegally is not, and has never been, the legal owner of 
the land. Historically, felling was generally undertaken by landowners themselves 
(or people employed by them). The picture now is more complex, particularly in 
respect of housing developers who retain the services of third parties to manage 
land on their behalf, and who may commit the illegal felling independently of the 
developer. 

6. Increase fines for illegal felling. The current fine scale stems from a period where 
profit came from selling timber. Now the major driver of profit from illegal felling lies 
in the increased land value. As such, the current fining regime does not offer a 
sufficient deterrent. The current fine is £2,500 or twice the value of the trees felled, 
whichever is greater.   

7. Clarify upon whom the Forestry Commission may serve a Restocking or 
Enforcement Notice in relation to companies that own the land. The current wording 
of the Forestry Act 1967 only allows the company secretary to be served a notice, 
whereas company directors may be more appropriate targets for enforcement 
measures.  

8. Give the Forestry Commission powers to compel the ‘owner’ to provide information 
with regard to who else has an interest (leasehold, tenant etc.) in the land. Currently 
the Forestry Act 1967 only gives powers to compel the ‘occupier’, or ‘any person 
who… receives rent in respect of the land’ to provide this information. While the 
owner will be listed on HM Land Registry, demonstrating who ‘occupies’ a woodland 
is more challenging. Equally, without being privy to individual’s accounts, 
demonstrating that they receive rent from land is even more so. 

9. Clarify how Enforcement Notices are affected by a change in land ownership. It is 
currently unclear who is responsible (the previous owner or the new owner) for 
complying with an Enforcement Notice when the land changes hands during the life 
of that Notice. This leads to cases of non-compliance, and can collapse a criminal 
case before a prosecution is secured. 

Q14. Do you support these measures?  

Q15. Do you think any other measures are necessary to combat illegal 
tree felling?  

 

 

 



BOGNOR REGIS TOWN COUNCIL 

PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE MEETING -  
19th FEBRUARY 2019 

AGENDA ITEM 12 - CORRESPONDENCE                  FOR INFORMATION  

1. WSCC - Temporary Traffic Regulation Order: Public Notice that the use of 
(and parking on) Norfolk Street, Bognor Regis from junction with Little 
High Street to junction of The Esplanade is temporarily prohibited from 
04/03/19 07:30am until 08/03/29 17:00pm.  The one-way system either 
side of the road closure on Norfolk Street is to be reverted to two-way 
traffic for the period of this closure.  This closure is necessary to allow the 
demolition of a building to be undertaken.  Shared on social media 

2. CPRE - Campaigns Update, 2nd February 2019 
3. WSCC - Temporary Road Closure Order: Public Notice that the use of 

Lower Bognor Road, Lagness - Southbound only from junction with 
Pagham Road is temporarily prohibited from 01/02/19.  This emergency 
closure is necessary to allow for repair of Low Voltage Mains fault in the 
carriageway.  It is anticipated the works will be completed by 07/02/19.  
Shared on social media 

4. WSCC - Latest Planned Roadworks Report dated 30th January - 28th 
February, and 6th February - 5th March 2019.  Circulated to Committee 
Members and shared on social media 
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