BOGNOR REGIS TOWN COUNCIL
TOWN CLERK Glenna Frost, The Town Hall, Clarence Road,
Bognor Regis, West Sussex PO21 1LD
Telephone: 01243 867744
E-mail: bognortc@bognorregis.gov.uk

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING OF ELECTORS FOR 2017
The Annual Town Meeting will take place in the Council Chamber at the
Town Hall, Bognor Regis at 7pm on Monday 13th MARCH 2017. The
Chairman of the Meeting will be the Town Mayor.
The Meeting is primarily intended for persons registered as local government
electors for the Town & Parish of Bognor Regis. However, all members of the
Public and Press are most welcome to attend. Any matters affecting the
Parish may be discussed. County and District Councillors are being invited to
attend. Only persons registered as local government electors for the
Town & Parish of Bognor Regis are entitled to vote at the Meeting.
AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Welcome by the Town Mayor and introduction of Councillors present
To approve and sign the Minutes of the Town Meeting of Electors held
on Monday 14th March 2016 and any Matters Arising
To receive the Annual Report of the Council
To receive the Accounts of the Town Council year ending 31st March
2016 and Budget for 2017-2018
To receive the Accounts of the Bognor Pier Company Ltd. year ending
31st December 2016 (if available)
To consider Resolutions of which written notice has been given by
Friday 10th March 2017
Open Forum with questions to Councillors/Attendees

DATED this 27th day of February 2017

Town Mayor

Town Clerk

BOGNOR REGIS TOWN COUNCIL
TOWN CLERK Glenna Frost, The Town Hall, Clarence Road,
Bognor Regis, West Sussex PO21 1LD
Telephone: 01243 867744
E-mail: bognortc@bognorregis.gov.uk

MINUTES AND REPORT OF THE
TOWN MEETING OF THE ELECTORS OF BOGNOR REGIS
HELD ON MONDAY 14TH MARCH 2016
PRESENT (BRTC)
Cllr Mrs Warr - Town Mayor (in the chair)
Cllr K Batley
Cllr J Brooks
Cllr J Cosgrove
Cllr Mrs S Daniells
Cllr T Gardiner
Cllr M Lineham
Cllr D Maconachie
Cllr M Smith
Cllr P Woodall
(Note: Cllrs Brooks, Mrs Daniells and Maconachie are also Arun
District Councillors)
IN ATTENDANCE
Mrs G Frost (Town Clerk)
Mrs H Knight (Minutes Secretary)
Mrs S Holmes (Minutes Secretary)
Chief Inspector J Burtenshaw (Sussex Police - District Commander
for Arun and Chichester)
Mr T Rahman (Town Centre Manager)
One representative of the press
Approximately 37 members of the public of which 15 were Electors
COPIES OF DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE FOR THE PUBLIC
Notice and Agenda for the Meeting
Minutes of the Town Meeting of Electors held on 24th November 2015
Audited Accounts to 31st March 2015
Proposed Expenditure for the year 2016/2017
Bognor Pier Company Ltd Accounts to 31st December 2015
Schedule of Councillors’ Attendance at Meetings
The Meeting opened at 7.00 pm
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1.

WELCOME BY THE TOWN
COUNCILLORS PRESENT

MAYOR

AND

INTRODUCTION

OF

The Town Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and attention was
drawn to the evacuation procedure in the event of fire. The Town
Councillors in attendance introduced themselves.
2.

TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE TOWN MEETING OF
ELECTORS HELD ON MONDAY 24TH NOVEMBER 2015 AND ANY
MATTERS ARISING
The Minutes of the Town Meeting of Electors held on Monday 24th
November 2015 were considered and agreed as a true record, and signed
by the Town Mayor as presiding Chairman.
There were no matters arising.

3.

TO RECEIVE THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL
The Town Mayor gave her report (appended to Minutes as Appendix 1).

4.

TO RECEIVE THE ACCOUNTS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL YEAR ENDING
31st MARCH 2015 AND BUDGET FOR 2016-2017
In the absence of the Chairman of the Policy & Resources Committee, who
was away, the Vice Chairman Cllr P Woodall, reported on the Accounts of
the Town Council to year ending 31st March 2015, which had been
circulated. The written Chairman of Committee’s written report was read
out and is recopied below:“Members, of the public and fellow councillors, first of all may I apologise
that I am unable to be present tonight for the electors meeting, this is due
to me being out of the country on business.
This evening you will have received the accounts for the Town Council for
the year ending 31st March 2015. As you are possibly aware there has
been a general reduction of spending by district and county authorities and
this has of course, had a knock on effect to town and parish councils.
However I am pleased to announce that due to good planning over the last
few years the councils’ finances are in good shape.
The council, received a total income of £928,196 made up of £689,397
from the precept, £146,109 from grants including the parish support grant,
£7,976 from Rents, Interest and investment income, £48,119 from charges
made for services and £36,595 from other income.
This is balanced up by a total outgoing of £874,608 giving the council a
surplus of income over expenditure of £53,588 for the year.
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This surplus is very important as it is going towards the annual cut in the
parish support grant from Arun District council, and by 17/18 this will have
reduced to zero. The council over this time needs to carefully weigh up the
provision of services and the needs of the town, against this significant
loss of income, and how we can be most efficient, so as to continue to
provide the very best we can within our means for our residents.
The council was also pleased during this period that we were able to give
out over £47k in grants to local groups and events, something the council
is always pleased to support.
We are now up to a healthy level of reserves, something that was not the
case some years ago.
2015 also saw elections for the council. Each year the council puts by
money in preparation for that, and May 2015 elections had £13,704
earmarked for this purpose.
The council is always looking at ways we can be more lean and effective
and is moving to a paperless environment. The council has thus been able
to continue to fund in this current year:Two hour free parking - £19,200
CCTV - £2,000
Public conveniences - £30,000 ….just to name a few.
The council is also able to continue to give councillors their own ward
allocation budgets to spend on agreed good causes in their particular area.
This year we were able to support £2,000 of spending in this way.
Of course over the next year the council will have to take further hard
decisions like the recent one not to continue to fund the Jet Ski ramp.
We also have to consider the impact auto enrolment pensions and the new
living wage will have on the authority, however by the actions we have
taken, we hope that we can balance the needs of the town and the
important services we do with modest tax rises, to ensure the council can
continue to provide for the residents in the best way possible without
hitting their pockets hard.
The town council is looking though its corporate strategy to invest in assets
for the town, and find ways to be less reliant on the precept, so as to be
able to deliver better services for the town as a whole.
If you have any questions on the accounts please don’t hesitate to ask and
we will get back to you in writing as soon as possible.”
There were no questions and the Accounts were duly noted and accepted.
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5.

TO RECEIVE THE ACCOUNTS OF THE BOGNOR PIER COMPANY LTD
YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER 2015
The Accounts were duly noted and accepted.
At this point, with the agreement of the meeting, it was decided to
change the order of the meeting to allow Chief Inspector
Burtenshaw to speak as he was on call and there was a possibility
that he could be called away.

6.

REPORT FROM BOGNOR REGIS NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM
Chief Inspector Burtenshaw had moved to the area from Brighton and he is
now District Commander for Chichester and Arun. A pilot scheme has
been running to better use the police resources and this allows for officers
to be put where they are needed. There have been some very successful
crackdowns on drug suppliers.
The Police are having to make savings and to achieve this, policing is being
re-designed from the bottom up. When PCSOs were first introduced they
were put everywhere. This will change. From July of this year, the
number of PCSOs for the area will reduce from 35 to 27. However, they
will be trained to a higher level than previously and so will be able to deal
more fully with an incident.
In the past the police have been the last resort when dealing with mental
health patients and a large number of calls were to deal with people with
mental health/medical problems. This often resulted in people being
arrested, as this was the only way to provide a place of safety. The police
are now running a system where they buddy up with a mental health
nurse, who attends the calls with the police, and this has reduced the need
for custody.
The police are now using new technology which allows them to type
statements straight into the police system. This, and the reduction in police
stations across the county, will result in more police on the streets. There
will be challenges due to the reduction in funding. However, the police will
be doing things differently. Although the number of PCSOs will reduce,
Chief Insp Burtenshaw will have access to the other PCSOs around the
county and also can call on 42 PCs at any one time.
Questions were then taken:
Q: What was the situation with the travellers in the London Road coach
park – why had they not been moved to the transit site in Chichester?
A: Unfortunately, this was closed for 2 weeks for maintenance. Usually,
the police would go in within a matter of hours and direct the travellers to
the transit site. As there are never enough spaces, the groups normally do
not want to split up. However, once they have been offered a place on the
transit site, if they don’t take it they have to move on.
Q: The police seem to have gone from prevention to fire-fighting, if there
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is only going to be a presence when there is an incident.
A: Having police officers walking around does not prevent crime. The
changes will be a new way of looking at the issues – eg the street
community. They cause problems but are also vulnerable. The police need
to be more mobile. When there is no particular threat they can be on
patrol but will be dealing with issues as they arise. Currently if PCSOs are
on break days, the public will not get a response to emails. Under the new
system, the email will be monitored all of the time. Another change is the
firearm capability, due to the terrorism issues. The police firearm capability
will be increased by 50%.
Q: How were the police working with Neighbourhood Watch?
A: Neigbourhood Watch will be crucial in assisting the police. It was
acknowledged that there have been issues that need addressing but it is
hoped to grow the scheme to help the police in their changing role.
Q: There are a large number of young people in the area with the
university and college – does this cause any issues? Would it be preferable
to have student accommodation inside or outside of the town?
A: The police are already very active in the student community and this
will grow. It doesn’t matter to the police where the accommodation is.
The Mayor thanked Chief Inspector Burtenshaw for his time and he
left the meeting.
With the agreement of the meeting, it was decided to allow the
Town Centre Manager to make his presentation as the next item.
7.

TOWN CENTRE MANAGER UPDATE
The Town Centre Manager, Mr Toyubur Rahman, gave an update on his
work over the past year. This included: work to improve shopfronts and
premises around the town; Clean for the Queen; Shopwatch; events,
including markets and Aerial Birdman. The markets in London Road will be
repeated this year, at Easter, in August and at Christmas. The Artisan
Markets in the Old Quarter will also be run again. There have been
requests to run the Aerial Birdman again, as shops in the town centre
reported very good sales over that weekend, but no final decision has been
made. The Southdowns Folk Festival will also be taking place in the town
centre this year.
The town had been shortlisted in the Great British High Street – Best
Improving Coastal Town category, which had gained a lot of national
publicity.
Shop vacancy rates were now at about 8.8%, down from 14% in 2012.
This needs to come down to about 5 or 6%. It was noted that many of the
new businesses opening up are things like hairdressers, which you cannot
get over the internet. Other items reported include the footfall counter,
the Business Improvement District work being undertaken and the Coastal
Community Funding obtained for the Old Quarter.
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The Mayor thanked Mr Rahman for his time and he left the meeting
8.

8.1

TO CONSIDER RESOLUTIONS OF WHICH WRITTEN NOTICE HAS
BEEN GIVEN BY FRIDAY 11th MARCH 2016
The following Resolutions had been received:
This Annual Meeting of Electors
Supports the full Sir Richard Hotham plan for consideration for the
Regeneration of the Hothamton and Regis Centre sites
Proposed Jan Cosgrove Seconded Roger Nash
District/Town Cllrs Brooks and Maconachie left the meeting at this
point as this is a live planning application and they are all members
of Arun District Council Development Control. Additionally, District
Cllr Mrs Maconachie, who was in the audience, also left the
meeting for the same reason.
Cllr Cosgrove spoke to the Motion. He was not asking for the Town Council
to support the planning application but rather that the application should
be considered by Arun District Council. ADC had indicated that as the
landlord they would not support the scheme. However, this was a fully
costed scheme and it should be considered.
Discussion followed and comments included: it was outrageous that ADC
had blocked this scheme; there was a danger that after 7 years and nearly
£1m of public money being spent there would be nothing to show for
regeneration; this should be a chance for the people of Bognor Regis to
say what they do or don’t want. Another view was that it was not for the
Town Council to interfere with the planning process; that ADC will look at
the proposal as a planning authority and also as a landlord; it is a valuable
site and should not be given away; there were some concerns about the
planning application and issues such as parking; previous responses to
consultation had shown that local people were opposed to large numbers
of flats on the site. It was pointed out that ADC had asked for ideas for
the site and a number of local people had been involved in drawing up
plans. All of the schemes should be considered. In reply it was pointed out
that this Sir Richard Hotham project had already been ruled out as ADC
had made a decision as landlords. That is why the motion is being put
forward.
A vote was taken and the result was 12 for, 2 against and 1 abstention.
Accordingly the resolution was passed.
Following the vote, Cllr Cosgrove called for a poll to ask residents if they
supported the resolution. A vote was taken and 10 electors voted in
favour. Accordingly the poll was agreed.
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8.2

This Annual Meeting of Electors
Supports the creation of a single parish-level Bognor Regis Urban Town
Council to replace the current 6 parish councils of Aldwick, Bersted,
Bognor Regis Town, Felpham, Middleton and Pagham.
Proposed Jan Cosgrove Seconded Roger Nash
Cllr Cosgrove spoke to the Motion. He was not wishing to go back to the
old Urban District Council but rather an Urban Town Council. There were
currently 86 Councillors covering Bognor Regis and the surrounding
parishes. 16 of these were Town Councillors, all of whom had been
elected.
Cllrs Brooks and Maconachie returned to the meeting.
A vote was taken and the result was 13 for, 0 against and 2 abstentions.
Accordingly the resolution was passed.
Following the vote Cllr Cosgrove called for a poll to ask residents if they
supported the resolution. A vote was taken and 12 electors voted in
favour. Accordingly, the poll was agreed.

8.3

This Annual Meeting of Electors
Calls for the abolition of all District-level Councils in West Sussex including
Arun District Council and that their work be transferred to a Unitary West
Sussex County Council working in conjunction with parish-level councils in
the County area to deliver services.
Proposed Jan Cosgrove Seconded Roger Nash
A vote was taken and the result was 14 for, 0 against and 0 abstentions.
Accordingly the resolution was passed.
Following the vote Cllr Cosgrove called for a poll to ask residents if they
supported the resolution. A vote was taken and 12 electors voted in
favour. Accordingly, the poll was agreed.

8.4

The Town Clerk confirmed with those present that the three questions for
the poll would be as per the motions considered by the meeting.

8.5

The Mayor asked if there were any more questions.
Question: Now that Blakes Cottage in Felpham has been purchased, would
it not be a good time for the Town Council to develop a tourist attraction in
the town?
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9.

BOGNOR REGIS POST OFFICE RELOCATION PROPOSALS – ANY
UPDATE
The Town Clerk reported on the response received from Arun District
Council to her enquiry regarding registering the building as an Asset of
Community Value, recopied below:“Further to your nomination in respect of the above mentioned property
and to subsequent correspondence. The Council has now received
evidence from the Post Office Solicitors that the property is classed as
‘operational land’ for the purposes of Section 263 of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990. This has been checked with Planning and they have
agreed that this is the case therefore, as such cannot be listed as an Asset
of Community Value as per the exemptions contained within the Assets of
Community Value (England) Regulations 2012.
I regret therefore that I have no alternative but to reject your application
for nomination for these premises.”

10.

BOGNOR REGIS REGENERATION PROPOSALS – ANY UPDATE
Other than the handout paper available to all at the start of the meeting
with other papers, there was nothing to report under this item (appended
to Minutes as Appendix 2).

11.

UPDATE ON THE PICTUREDROME EXPANSION PROPOSALS
The Town Clerk gave her report, recopied below:“At the meeting of Bognor Regis Town Council on 7th December 2015,
Councillors agreed to enter into a contract with Cheesmur Building
Contractors, Cobbe Barnes, Beddingham, Lewes, and East Sussex to
construct a single storey extension to the rear of the Picturedrome cinema,
Bognor Regis.
Cheesmur the Council’s main contractor have received confirmation from
Arun District Council Building Control that their proposals relating to the
Picturedrome cinema are satisfactory and demonstrate compliance under
the Building Regulations and have all but completed other preparatory
work required prior to commencing the building works.
The Town Council’s position is that the majority of snags and risks have
now been addressed and the only outstanding issues relate to licences for
the jib of the crane which may oversail neighbouring properties. Secondly
party wall agreements are required where excavations for foundations are
in close proximity to neighbouring building structures. These licences and
agreements are nearing completion and it is planned that the start date for
the cinema extension work will be early May 2016, just a couple of months
later than originally planned.”
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A question was asked as to whether railings could be considered along
Canada Grove where the public queue for entry, as they are very near to
the road.
12.

TO DEAL WITH ANY OTHER QUESTIONS
There were no other questions but the electors who had voted for the poll
were reminded that they needed to give their names to the Town Clerk
before they left.
Names of electors present who had voted for the Parish Poll to include the
three questions as stated above:Danny Dawes, Nigel Smith, Alison Sheppey, Bob Sheppey, Peter Birch, Sue
Harris, Roger Nash, Mary Herting, William Lazell, Valerie Lazell, William
Parkes, Linda Parkes, Denise Squires, Jan Cosgrove

The Town Mayor thanked all present for attending.
The Meeting closed at 9.00pm
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APPENDIX 1

Welcome to the Annual Electors Meeting of Bognor Regis Town Council
This Meeting has been arranged for you, the Electorate of the four wards of Bognor
Regis, to give you the opportunity to speak on local matters, and for us to report to you
our achievements this year and our financial records.
We will listen to you, our Electors and take forward any resolutions or any appropriate
items to our forth coming Council Meetings.
This year in particular has been unusual, as after the Elections last May, we had three
resignations and this caused by-elections, but fortunately three new candidates were
elected and we are back to 16 Councillors.
We as a Council are happy to announce that we are continuing to support the two hour
parking scheme, and events such as The Carnival, Seafront Lights, ROX, Bognorphenia
and many others for the pleasure and enjoyment for our residents and visitors.
It has been my personal pleasure as Mayor to attend around a 100 events, which in all
has been a very humbling experience meeting the very many volunteers that help our
community. Without their devotion to the needs of all age groups, many organisations
would fail to survive.
We are still waiting for regeneration to happen, but are thrilled to note the progression
of the Pier Trust that certainly will help regenerate our Town.
We thank the continued work of Town Force who beautify our Town and Glenna our
Clerk and the great team that support her.

BOGNOR REGIS TOWN COUNCIL
TOWN COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE SCHEDULE 2016-2017
FROM 15th MARCH 2016 TO 13th MARCH 2017

COUNCILLORS

COUNCIL

P&R

CE&E

P&L

EP&L

E&L

Cllr. D. Barnes

5/8

--

--

0/3

--

0/2

Cllr. K. Batley

6/8

--

--

17/18

5/5

--

Cllr. J. Brooks

8/8

8/8

3/4

--

6/6

2/2

Cllr. J. Cosgrove

8/8

5/8

4/4

--

--

--

Cllr. A. Cunard

6/8

8/8

--

--

--

--

Cllr. Mrs S. Daniells

6/8

6/8

4/4

13/18

6/6

--

Cllr. P. Dillon

8/8

8/8

4/4

15/18

6/6

2/2

Cllr. T. Gardiner

7/8

--

4/4

--

--

2/2

Cllr. S. Goodheart

4/8

--

3/3

--

1/6

0/2

Cllr. M. Lineham

4/8

--

--

1/3

2/6

--

Cllr. D. Maconachie

7/8

8/8

--

--

1/2

2/2

Cllr S. Reynolds

6/8

--

---

13/18

--

--

Cllr. M. Smith

8/8

6/8

2/4

--

6/6

1/1

Cllr. W. Toovey

3/8

--

--

--

0/1

0/1

Cllr. Mrs J Warr

4/8

4/8

1/4

10/18

3/6

2/2

Cllr. P. Woodall

7/8

8/8

3/4

15/18

5/6

2/2

