Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

Bognor Regis Town Councit

www,bognorregie.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's Internal auditar acling independently and on the
basls of an assessmant of risk, carried out b selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls In oparation and obtained appropriate evidence fram the authority.

The Internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried oul in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in he areas examined, lhe internal audlt conclusions ara summarised In this table. Set
oul below are the objectives of intemal control and alongside are the Internat audit conclusions on whethar, In all
significant raspects, the controf objectives were being achleved throughout the financlal year (o a tandard adequate
to meet the neads of this authority.

lnternal control objective

A, Appropriate aceounting records hava baen proparly kepl throughout the inanclal yoar,

B. This authorily comptied with lis financial regulations, paymanis were supporied by invaicos. alf
oxpanditune was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

€. This authority assassad tho significant risks to achioving Its objeclives and roviowed tho adequacy |
of arrangements (o manage these,

D. The precept or ratos requirement resultod from an adequnta budgelary process, progress against
the budget was regularly monltored, and roscrves were oppropriate,

E. Expectad income was fully received, based on carrect prices, properly rocorded and promptly
banked: and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Cash paymonts'werg propery supported by receipls. all cagh expenditure waa approved and
VAT appropriataly accounted for -

G. Salories 1o employoas ond allowances to mambers wera paid in accordance with this authorlly's
appravals, and PAYE and NI requirements ware progerly aspplied

H. Asset and Investments registers were complate and accurato ond properly mointainod.

Parlodic bank account reconcllialions were propardy carriad out during the year.

J. Accounting statemants prepared during tha yaar ware praparad on the comact accounting basis (receipls

and paymonis of Income and expenditure), agreed lo the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from undartying rocords and whero appropriate deblors and croditors were property recorded

|
K. If lhe suthorily cerlifled itsall a8 examp!t from a limited assurance roviaw In 2024725, it mot the f
exemplion criteria and correcily declared itself exempt. (If tha authorily iad a limiled a2aurance l v
| roviow of its 2024725 AGAR lick ‘nol coverod”)
L. The authority published the required Information on & webslie/wabpage up to date at the time of the v
internal audit In accordance with tha relovant leglsiation, '

M. In tho yeor covared by this AGAR, 1he authorily comectly provided lar a pariod for the oxercise of J
public rights as requirad by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 202526 AGAR pariod, v l
were public rights in reiption (o tha 2024-25 AGAR avitonced by o noflce on the wabslte end/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates so)

N. The autheority has complied with tho publication requiremants for 2024/25 AGAR
(s86 AGAR Rage 1 Guldance Notes)

O. The authority has compliod with 1aws. regulations & proper practicos relating to digital and data { v | of g

compliance. — .
P. {For local counclls only) .
Trust funds (including charitable) - The councll met Its responsibilifies ns a trustes. | v

For any other risk areas identifiad by Ihis autjxxity adequale controls existad (st any olhor risk arcas on separalo shoats If nooded).
Dalo{s) Intomal audht undenaken Name of peraon who carriad oul the Internal audit
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SJ Pollant for Auditing Sofurlans Lad

Signature of parson who

carried outthe Intemal audit Date
i the responis i Mo’ catlons and sctlon being taken to address any weaknoas In control identifed (add
separsie shests if nu&n‘ e (

**Notg. If the responae I8 "not coveyed’ ploasa stale whan the most recent intamal audit work wos Gone In this aren and when i 8 naxt plannad: or.
It covarage 8 not required, the annual intemal pudit mport muat sxplain why not [8dd saparais shaels If needed).
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/28

We acknowledge as the members of:

Bognor Regis Town Council

our responsibllity for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respact to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2028, that:

4. We have put in place arrangements far effacive inancial

managemeni during the year, and for the praparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared s accounting sialemenis in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Reguiations

2. We mainiained an adequels system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and cormuplion and reviewed lis effectiveness.

1' made proper amengemenls and eccepled responsibility
for sefeguerding the public money and rasources in
its cherge.

3. We have sssured ourselves |hat thers are no matiers
of actual or polantial non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Praclices that could have a
significant financial effect on Ihe ability of this
authorily (o conduct its businass or manape ils
finances.

has only done what & has the legai power fo do and has
comphied with Proper Practices in doing so

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of etectors’ righls in accordance with the
requirements of the Acoounls and Audit Regulalions.

during the yoar gave all persons interested the apportunily to
wspect end ask questions abou! this suthanty's sccounis

authority and look appropriale slaps lo mansapge (hosa
risks, including the infroduction of mlemal controls andfor
extamal insurance cover where required.

faces ant deall with them propeny

6. We maintaimed throughoul the yoar an adequats and
effeciive system of internal audi of the sccounling
records and control systems.

aranged for a competent person, independent of the financial 1
conlrols and procedures, lo give an objective wew on whether
intemel controls meet the need's of this smaller suthority.

7. We took appropriale aclion on all matiers ralsed
in raparts rom intemnal and extemal audit.

rasponded to matters brought to 43 altentian dy infemal and
oxtemnal audit

8. We considerad whether any lilgation, abilities or
commitments, events or Wransactions, otcurring either
during or after the year-end. have a financlal impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting siatemanls

#. {For local councils only) Trust funds including
chariteble. In our capacity as the sole managing
irustee we discharged our accountabllity
rasponsibliities for the fund(s)/assats, inciuding
financial reporting and, If required, independent

L examination or audit.

8. We carvied out an assessment of Lhe risks facing this \/ considered and documented the financial and other risks A

disclosed everything il shoukd have ahout iis businass aciivily
during the year including events leking piece after tha year
end # relevant.

has met all of its responsibdilies whers, as 8 body
corporale, i is a sole managing lrustes of 8 local
{rust or krusts.

v’

and data managemenl in accordance with proper
| praclicas during the year under review,

Uo.mnaveputhplace anangements for the effectiva IT \/ has made suitable amangements for 43 IT and dats

management and has compiied with proper pracixces in
doing 30

*Please provide explanations {o the exiernal auditor on a separate sheet for sach ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Stateament was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

ol/ob 200,

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

and recorded as minule reference: Chair t
MIN: 42 .2 e
www.bognorregis.gov.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Bognor Regis Town Council

Year ending

31 March

31 March

2026
§

lease rot res st £1. Do not ieave any
hoxes blank and rey i halances. Alf igures
must agree (o underiying inancial records.

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
forward 1,163,400 1,209,705/| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree

to Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for 1DBs rates and levies)
Levies 998,504 1,054,043/ received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

158,243 172,769| the precept or ratesflevies received (line 2). include any
grants received.

4. (-} Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
'543’905 621 '974 aemployers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

8. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments -119,466 -89,013| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

-448,071 -476,538| book less staff costs {line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year.
forward 1,209,705 1,248,992| must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 1,224,071 1,212,346 holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments 2,043,646 2,047 689 up of all jts fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of alf loans

l 832,802 768,578| from third parties (including PWLB}.

For Local Councils Only

11 Do the
accounting  statements

figures n

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2 33,

exclude any trust transactions?

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Retun have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

o 22/05/2026

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

Ol (o2

as recorded in minute reference:

MIN: 2 . &

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements ywere approved
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